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ANDERSON BOAT COMPANY 

 

 

 

The Anderson Boat Company existed in Oak Harbor, Ohio from 1953 to 1958.  Swedish born 

Olaf Oscar Anderson came to the United States in 1923, becoming a cabinet maker in Chicago, 

Illinois.  From there, he went to Mount Clemons, Michigan, where he worked in the boat 

business.  In 1953 he came to Oak Harbor.  A 1957 Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce 

Brochure stated that the Anderson Boat Company had started in Mount Clemons in 1945; 

however, a short local newspaper biography of March 15, 1957 said that O.O. “Andy” Anderson 

started his own company when he came to Oak Harbor in 1953.   

The company moved into an old basket company building along the north bank of the Portage 

River, east of Locust Street. The building, dating from 1895 appeared, at least on the outside, 

little changed with the exception of the Anderson Boat Co. name being painted on the side. 
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The company custom made Lap-Straight Clinker Type 14 & 16 foot boats.   This is a method of 

constructing hulls of boats by fixing wooden planks to each other so that the planks overlap 

along their edges.  The overlapping joint is called a land.  In any but a very small boat, the 

individual planks would be joined end to end; the whole length of one these composite planks is 

a strake.  The technique, developed in northern Europe, was successfully used by the Vikings.  

The construction method is known, in some places, as lapstrake.  Anderson boats had white oak 

for the frame, seats, and stern with mahogany trim.   

In a January 1, 1957 sales brochure, there were 6 different 14 foot models available and 4 

different 16 foot models. The boats sold for between $239.00 and $595.15 unpainted.  Painted 

cost between $289.00 and $680.15 with an extra $2.50 for painting a boat with a windshield.  A 

number of accessories were also available.   

 

          ____ 

                                           Brochure & Price List – Size of paper unknown – Both downloaded from Internet 
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Below shows examples of pages from a calendar, dated 1959, that was given out by the 

Anderson Boat Company.   Size of the pages is unknown, as these are examples from the 

internet.  It is also unknown if any other calendars were given out. 

 

 

 

The Anderson Boat Company employed, at the most, between 10 and 15 people.  Mr. 

Anderson’s 1957 short newspaper biography stated there were 8 employees with hope of adding 

4 to 5 more to meet an expected next year demand of 800 boats.  The company’s future was also 

expected to include the building of 20 foot boats and the addtion of fiberglass.  The future 

expansion may not have happened as there were only 5 reported company employees in 

December, 1958.  

At 8:00 P.M. on the night of December 23, 1958, the Anderson Boat Company factory building 

was reported to be on fire.  It would burn until 5:00 A.M. the next morning, completely 

destroying the structure. The building, some 60+ years old, had been built in 1895 and used from 

that time until 1950 as a basket factory. With the combination of the wood construction of the 

building, the many years of accumlation of wood basket shavings, the wood used in the building 

for boat construction, and the paint used on them, the firemen had very little chance to save the 

building.   Photos of the fire show it complety engulfed in flames.   

Damage was estimated between $35,000 & $45,000.  The company did not rebuild and is 

believed to have gone out of business. 
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             ____ 

                                              Anderson Boat Company – December 23, 1958  - Fire reported at 8:00 P.M.  

 

 

             ____ 

                                  Anderson Boat Company – December 24, 1958 – Assessing the damage the next morning. 
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According to information received in 2007 from Nancy Anderson, daughter of Olof Anderson, 

the family left Oak Harbor.  They bought 350 arces in Indiana where Olof built a sand base 

beach out of a field.  It had a spring feeding the beach area where Nancy was a Red Cross 

Instructor during the summers.  After that, Olof made baby cradles and baby beds.  He died of a 

stroke/heart attach at the age of 82. 

            

           _____ 

                                           2007 - On the Portage River, 2 miles from Oak Harbor, Ohio – 16 ft. Anderson Boat 

 

 

 

** Possible companies associated with the Anderson Boart Company or part of the company.  

These were located at the same street/telephone address, 135 Brooklyn Street in the Village of 

Oak Harbor, as the Anderson Boat Company during the same time period. --- Harbor Hulls, Inc. 

--- Oak Harbor Boat Builders, Inc.  Nothing is known about either company.  

 

(2011 – John Liske) 


